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1. Field publication highlights in 2008

Cochrane Reviews:

Interventions to improve occupational health in depressed people

Karen Nieuwenhuijsen, Ute Biltmann, Angela Neumeyer-Gromen, Arco C Verhoeven, Jos H Verbeek, Christina
M. Feltz-Cornelis

Interventions for preventing injuries in the agricultural industry
Risto Rautiainen, Marika M Lehtola, Lesley Margaret Day, Eva Schonstein, Juha Suutarinen, Simo Salminen,
Jos H Verbeek Full text

Other systematic reviews:
Systematic review of the treatment of functional dysphonia and prevention of voice disorders Ruotsalainen, J.,
Sellman, J., Lehto, L., Verbeek, J. 2008 Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery 138 (5), pp. 557-565

The Effectiveness of Interventions for Preventing Injuries in the Construction Industry. A Systematic Review
Lehtola, M.M., van der Molen, H.F., Lappalainen, J., Hoonakker, P.L.T., Hsiao, H., Haslam, R.A., Hale, A.R.,
Verbeek, J.H. 2008 American Journal of Preventive Medicine 35 (1), pp. 77-85

Effect of training and lifting equipment for preventing back pain in lifting and handling: systematic review.
Martimo K, Verbeek J, Karppinen J, Furlan A, Takala E, Kuijer P, Jauhiainen M, Viikari-Juntura E. BMJ 2008;
336:429-31.

Articles:

Finding toxicological information: an approach for occupational health professionals.

Laamanen |, Verbeek J, Franco G, Lehtola M, Luotamo M. Journal of Occupational Medicine and Toxicology
2008;3(28).
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2. Course on basic Cochrane reviewers' skills

On the 12th and 13th of March we will give an introductory course on how to conduct Cochrane reviews, in
Helsinki, Finland. The course covers both the structure as well as the process common to all Cochrane reviews
of intervention studies. We will especially highlight 1) systematic searching of studies in electronic databases, 2)
study inclusion, 3) data extraction and management, and 4) the pooling of results.

The course fee is 400 euros, which covers all materials, lunches and coffee/tea during the course. We can also
help in reserving accommodation. See here for how to register and the full course programn.
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3. Introducing our new Trial Search Co-ordinator


http://www.mrw.interscience.wiley.com/cochrane/clsysrev/articles/CD006237/frame.html
http://www.mrw.interscience.wiley.com/cochrane/clsysrev/articles/CD006398/frame.html
http://www.ttl.fi/Internet/partner/Cochrane/Cochrane+Occupational+Health+Field+courses.htm

On February 1st Leena Isotalo replaced Merja Jauhiainen who retired from her post as Field Trials Search Co-
ordinator. Merja sends her thanks to all the wonderful people with whom she had the pleasure to collaborate. We
hope she enjoys her new found freedom. Leena is getting fast up to speed with Cochrane search methodology
and the experience we have amassed regarding occupational health and safety trials together with Merja. If you
have trouble in devising a systematic search strategy or can't find a particular OSH article then Leena will be
glad to help. Her contact details are
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4. Presentations of the 1st ECOSH workshop now online

We organised a workshop in Helsinki on the 23rd and 24th of January 2009 as part of our EU FP7 project the
Economic Dimension of Occupational Safety and Health. The theme of the workshop was "OSH interventions
and productivity, linking practice and evidence". For those of you who couldn't attend, we are uploading the

presentations onto the project website. [Click here for pdf versions of the presentations| Stay tuned for updates

on the autumn workshops in Poland and in the Netherlands.
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5. Reorganisation of reviews on Repetitive Strain Injury

There are presently several reviews on RSI or Work-related Upper Limb Disorders (WRULDSs) in the Cochrane
Library. We are planning to reorganise them into one review on the treatment of WRULDs and one new review
on the prevention of WRULDs. We are currently trying to get funding to engage a first author. Any ideas and
suggestions are welcome and should be directed to our Field coordinator Jos Verbeek.
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6. Economic evaluation alongside results on effectiveness in systematic reviews

Economic information is thought to be even more important than health-related arguments for decision makers in
companies. Therefore we are developing methodology to include also economic evaluation data into Cochrane
Systematic Reviews of occupational health interventions. The latest version of the Cochrane Handbook
(bttp://www.cochrane-handbook.org/)| also has a new chapter on economic evaluation. The first review in which
we will incorporate economic data is the updated review of stress management interventions for health care
workers. Any ideas and suggestions are welcome (contact either Jani or Jos).
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7. New Cochrane occupational health review titles registered

- Workplace interventions for alcohol and other drug problems

- Workplace based organisational interventions for preventing adult obesity

- Interventions for preventing injuries caused by impaired alertness in individuals with jet lag and shift work sleep
disorder

- Interventions for preventing injuries caused by impaired alertness in individuals who are sleep deprived

- Interventions for preventing injuries caused by impaired alertness in individuals who are not sleep deprived
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If you would like to inform the recipients of this newsletter about important matters (e.g. conferences,
publications, job vacancies, etc.) please submit your items to the editor at: COHFnewsbulletin@ttl.fi and

include "COHF Newsletter" on the subject line. Unless you request otherwise, your submissions to the COHF
Newsletter may be duplicated in other regular Cochrane Collaboration news channels such as Cochrane News
and the Cochrane Collaboration website, at the discretion of the editors. Please consider the environment before
printing this newsletter.

Kind regards,


http://www.ttl.fi/Internet/partner/Cochrane/Contact+us/
http://www.ttl.fi/Internet/partner/Ecosh/Workshop+on+Productivity/
http://www.cochrane-handbook.org/
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