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1. New occupational health Cochrane review
Issue 3, 2009 of the Cochrane Library will see the publication of:

Interventions to prevent hearing loss caused by noise at work
The review contains 21 studies that evaluated interventions to reduce exposure to noise. Six evaluated the
short-term effectiveness of hearing protection and 15 studies evaluated long -term consequences. Most of the
studies were equivalence studies that evaluated if hearing protection was as good as no exposure. It was a
challenge to summarise these studies and draw conclusions. Contrary to popular beliefs the review authors
conclude that there is contradictory evidence on the effectiveness of hearing protection and hearing loss
prevention programmes. Higher quality prevention programmes and better implementation of legislation are
needed. The review will be available at the Cochrane Library from the 8th of July.
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2. Workshop on economic evaluation in Amsterdam
The second workshop in a series of three on the Economic Dimension of Occupational Safety and Health will be
held in Amsterdam, The Netherlands on the 17th and 18th of September, 2009.

The objective of the workshop is to is to formulate methods guidelines for researchers, consisting of a simple set
of recommendations on how to design and conduct economic evaluation of occupational health and safety
interventions. The programme covers interesting key-note lectures by international experts in the area of
economic evaluation of OSH interventions and measurement of productivity loss.

Participants should register using the online registration form no later than July 17th, 2009.
Registration for workshop >>

Read more about the Economic Dimension of Occupational Safety and Health here.
Join the ECOSH e-mail list here.
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3. 54th Nordic Work Environment Meeting, NAM 2009
31 August – 2 September 2009, Hanasaari Cultural Centre, Espoo Finland

The importance of implementing research results into practice cannot be underestimated, and this is especially
true in the challenging times we are currently experiencing. Therefore, the aim of the meeting is not only to
summarize the most recent information and knowledge regarding occupational health and safety, or to promote
discussion on current topics within the field, but also to discuss methods for implementing and disseminating this
important knowledge. The meeting will include a session on evidence-based management of musculoskeletal
disorders and guidelines.

http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/
https://digiumenterprise.com/answer/?sid=338808&chk=FGJCMG6R
http://www.ttl.fi/Internet/partner/Ecosh
https://digiumenterprise.com/answer/?sid=199800&chk=S4Y4889J


read more about NAM 2009
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4. NIVA Course: The evidence-based approach for OSH professionals
In march 2010 we will organise the second EBM course for OHS professionals again in Kuopio, Finland. The
course was well received by the participants of the first course in 2006. We chose to have the course in Kuopio
in March because this is the best time to enjoy winter in Finland. Kuopio has many possibilities for skating and
skiing, both down hill and cross-country. More information about the course will be made available at the NIVA
website here. For more information about Kuopio see Kuopio Tourist Services' pages here.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

5. Current status of the COHF databases
There are presently 1342 references of occupational health and safety intervention studies (1185 original
research studies and 157 reviews) in our database. We have separated studies that have employed a
reasonably high quality methodology (randomised controlled trials, controlled clinical trials, and interrupted time-
series) from less rigorous studies (uncontrolled before-after measurement only). The adequately rigorous EBM
studies can be used to facilitate decisions in patient care and policy making. The BA studies should only be used
for hypothesis generation, learning about efficacy, understanding the limitations of generalisability, and gaining
additional knowledge about a particular intervention. The BA studies should NOT be used to draw inferences
about effectiveness.

We currently have 622 references of EBM studies and 563 references of BA studies.
We have also submitted our randomised trials and controlled trials (556 references) to the Cochrane
Collaboration's central register of trials which you can search here (if you have a prescription to the Cochrane
Library). Cochrane Central is a database that combines relevant records from MEDLINE, EMBASE with all
Cochrane entities' specialised registers and hand-search results. The number of trials thus increases with every
update of the Cochrane Library.
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6. Workshop on systematic reviews of Public and Occupational health in Bahrain
The global coverage of the Cochrane Collaboration as an organisation was illustrated by a workshop held in the
Persian Gulf State of Bahrain on the 2nd and 3rd of June this year. The meeting was organised by the Bahrain
Branch of the UK Cochrane Centre. The participants were enthusiastic about the many reviews on public and
occupational health already in the Cochrane Library. We discussed the many problems inherent in getting the
results of reviews implemented in occupational health practice by the many stakeholders involved. You can read
more about the workshop in the Bahrain Medical Bulletin here.
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7. Strategic Review of the Cochrane Collaboration
The CC is undergoing a thorough review of its function and position in the 'market' for systematic reviews. The
review is an inclusive and internally conducted assessment of the Collaboration as a whole, looking at structures,
processes, and governance, and making and implementing recommendations to assist in taking the organisation
wisely forward over the next 10 years. The consensus emerging thus far seems to be a generally felt wish to
concentrate more on systematic review production. The review has also sparked discussion about the role of the
15 fields, such as the Occupational Health Field, in the CC and how they could be better integrated into the
collaboration. More information about the strategic review can be found here. We welcome any thoughts you
might wish to share on this.
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8. Next issue of the COHF news bulletin
Issue 4 will be posted in August

http://www.ttl.fi/Internet/English/Information/International+meetings+and+symposia/NAM+2009
http://www.niva.org/
http://www.kuopioinfo.fi/english/index.php
http://www.mrw.interscience.wiley.com/cochrane/cochrane_clcentral_articles_fs.html
http://www.bahrainmedicalbulletin.com/
http://ccreview.wikispaces.com/


If you would like to inform the recipients of this newsletter about important matters (e.g. conferences,
publications, job vacancies, etc.) please submit your items to the editor at: jani.ruotsalainen@ttl.fi and

include "COHF Newsletter" on the subject line. Unless you request otherwise, your submissions to the COHF
Newsletter may be duplicated in other regular Cochrane Collaboration news channels such as Cochrane News
and the Cochrane Collaboration web site, at the discretion of the editors. Please consider the environment
before printing this newsletter.

Kind regards,
Jani
Jani Ruotsalainen
Finnish Institute of Occupational Health
Cochrane Occupational Health Field
Neulaniementie 4 PO Box 93, FI-70701 Kuopio, FINLAND
Tel: +358 30 474 7334 Fax: +358 30 474 7221
jani.ruotsalainen@ttl.fi, www.cohf.fi
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