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1. COHF courses in 2009 and 2010
We are proud to present two very interesting courses:

Advanced Cochrane Reviewers' course, November 5th and 6th, 2009 at FIOH in Helsinki
The program will consist of lectures and group work about:

Review project management, Data extraction, Quantitative versus qualitative data synthesis, Combining
continuous and dichotomous outcome data (e.g. rates and means), Combining results data from Interrupted
Time-Series studies, Producing Summary of Findings and Risk of Bias tables, Using Grade Profiler

Registration no later than October 15, 2009 through course secretary Niina Karinen,
phone number: +358 30 474 2631, e-mail: niina.karinen@ttl.fi.

The 2nd International course on The Evidence Based Approach for Occupational Health
Practitioners, 1-3 March at Hotel Savonia, Kuopio, Finland

The course consists of lectures and groupwork led by internationally renowned experts in the field of evidence-
based occupational health. Each participant is aided in applying the principles of EBM into practical problems
derived from his or her experience.

Please direct your enquiries to: Course coordinator Siv Jansson E-mail: Siv.Jansson@ttl.fi or tel. +358 30 474 2488.
Registration details will follow soon at: www.niva.org.
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2. ECOSH workshop in Bilbao on November 16th
We have organised three expert workshops on the Economic Dimension of Occupational Health and Safety as
part of the Seventh Framework Programme.

The first workshop on the business case of OSH was held successfully in Helsinki last January. The second on
economic evaluation will be held in Amsterdam in September and is now fully booked.

The third one is on Economic Incentives for Safe and Healthy Workplaces and will be held in Bilbao, Spain on
the 16th of November 2009. We will go through the fundamentals of economic incentives and find evidence for
their effectiveness or non-effectiveness. Those who are interested in participation can indicate this through the
website www.ecosh.eu.
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3. Methods to incorporate economic evaluation data in Cochrane reviews
This is very much a work in progress.

Inspired by the workshops given by Ian Shemilt in Freiburg last year and the concomitant additions to the
Cochrane Handbook, we are doing our best to develop the methods for using economic evaluation data in
occupational health and safety-related Cochrane reviews. What this means is that in addition to effectiveness,
the intervention(s) in question would be evaluated also according to their costs, cost-utility or cost-effectiveness.
We are looking forward to implementing these new ideas in reviews beginning in 2010.

http://www.uea.ac.uk/menu/depts/med/research/research_econ/cochrane/C&CEMG%20-%20Presentations.htm
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4. Improved coding of economic evaluation studies in COHF database
In 2008 we added significant new components to our ongoing process of searching and cataloguing
occupational health intervention studies. Specifically we added two new codes for outcomes: B7 for health
promotion at the work place and B8 for studies that have measured, in addition to clinical effectiveness, some
indication of the monetary implications of interventions (i.e. costs, cost-utility, cost-effectiveness, etc.).

We are currently going through the entire contents of our database so that, where necessary, we add also these
codes to references already there. This will add to the quality and usability of the database.
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5. 2008 Impact Factor for the Cochrane Library
The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews currently has an Impact Factor 5.182 and is ranked 12th out of
107 in the ISI category Medicine, General & Internal. The 2007 IF was 4.654 and the ranking was 14th out of
100. To put that in perspective, the highest IF for an occupational health journal, Occupational & Environmental
Medicine, is 3.302 and it is ranked 16th out of 105 in the category Public, Environmental & Occupational Health.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

6. Italian Occupational Medicine Journals hand-searched
Our Italian colleagues Stefano Mattioli and Antonio Baldasseroni have led a group of occupational health
professionals who have hand-searched a number of Italian occupational health journals including La Medicina di
Lavoro, Giornale Italiano di Medicina del lavoro et Ergonomia and many others to find occupational health and
safety intervention studies. Their efforts yielded a significant number of references that the group coded using
the COHF classification system for study designs and OH&S outcomes. This data will be added to the COHF
database after quality checking. The Italian project will culminate in a publication describing the present state of
OH&S intervention research in Italy.

We welcome more initiatives of hand-searching national journals for occupational health intervention studies.
Please contact the editor if you wish to do the same for journals published in your native language and would like
to know more about how to do so.
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7. Next issue of the COHF news bulletin
Issue 5 will be posted in October

If you would like to inform the recipients of this newsletter about important matters (e.g. conferences,
publications, job vacancies, etc.) please submit your items to the editor at: jani.ruotsalainen@ttl.fi and include
"COHF Newsletter" on the subject line. Unless you request otherwise, your submissions to the COHF Newsletter
may be duplicated in other regular Cochrane Collaboration news channels such as Cochrane News and the
Cochrane Collaboration web site, at the discretion of the editors. Please consider the environment before
printing this newsletter.
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